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PRESS RELEASE






       July 17, 2018
Zorlu Holding Textile Group President Necat Altın was elected to chair the CIRFS Board of Directors. Necat Altın becomes the second Turkish national to chair the CIRFS.
A Turkish Chair to the European Man-Made Fibres Association
Zorlu Holding Textile Group President Necat Altın was elected Chairman of the Board of the European Man-Made Fibres Association (CIRFS). 
Zorlu Holding Textile Group President Necat Altın was elected Chairman of the Board of the European Man-Made Fibres Association (CIRFS). Elected in unanimity by CIRFS members, Necat Altın took over the position from former Chairman and Advansa CEO Heinz Meierkord. After years of active engagement with the Brussels-based CIRFS, Altın will chair the organization's board of directors for a term of three years. 
Necat Altın became the  second Turkish Chairman of the CIRFS after Sabancı Holding Board of Directors Member Ömer Sabancı. 
The European Man-Made Fibres Association (CIRFS) is based in Brussels and is the umbrella organization of the artificial and synthetic fiber and yarn producers in Europe. The majority of Turkish manufacturers are members of the CIRFS, which represents a turnover of 10 billion Euros and a production volume of 4.4 million tons annually. CIRFS members account for 90% of the polyester, polyamide (nylon), acrylic, cellulosic and specialty yarn and fiber production in Europe. The industry mainly serves apparel, home textile, carpetry, automotive tires and other technical lines of business.
button
An industry worth 10 billion Euros
Saying that it was an honor to be elected to chair the umbrella organization for more than 80% of the synthetic fibers produced in Europe and an industry worth over 10 billion Euros, Necat Altın continued: “During his tenure, Advansa CEO Heinz MEIERKORD proved that CIRFS could play a crucial role for our industry by evolving along the needs of an ever-changing and competitive environment. I am delighted to be entrusted with the continuation of this mission, and will strive to carry us forward over the next three years." 
Commenting on the significant recovery of the synthetic fiber industry despite notable instability in Europe and even in the world, Altın said, “The sector is in a particularly strong position in Europe. We not only make the most innovative and sustainable products in the world, but also the highly-advanced specialty products that will act as the foundation of the future. We will continue our diligent work to build and strengthen the sector in the coming term."
Former Chair and Advansa CEO Heinz Meierkord expressed his confidence in Altın
Meierkord, who will continue to serve the organization as a Board of Directors member, said he was happy to hand over the position to Altın, continuing: “He has been a highly-involved member of CIRFS bodies for many years. He also heads the Zorlu Textile Group, which includes Europe's largest integrated and innovative polyester yarn producer, Korteks. He has years of experience and a proven track record in the industry. I am confident that he will continue to explore ways which will help CIRFS contribute to the development of the industry and support businesses to overcome present and future challenges in a global world.” 
About the Zorlu Textile Group
The main activity of Zorlu Textile Group is the production of yarn, drapery and home textile (bed sheets, linens, bed covers, tablecloths, coverlets). Being the first company of the Zorlu Group, Korteks is the largest integrated and innovative polyester yarn producer in Europe. Zorlu Tekstil is the largest linens producer in Europe, and ranks among the top three producers worldwide. The company is also Europe’s leader in integrated curtain production. The Group's TAÇ brand of drapery and linens leads the Turkish home textile sector. Zorlu Textile Group operates Turkey's only international home textile retail chain Linens, bringing an industry-leading innovative approach to retail in home textiles. The Group's Valeron brand was initially launched in the European market, and then offered to the domestic market. The Zorlu Group home textile business grew rapidly over the years and expanded into four continents from its base in Turkey. With nearly 7000 employees and 800,000 m2 of manufacturing facilities, the Zorlu Textile Group is among the leading home textile producers of the world. 
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