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TAÇ and TOG encourage creativity: 
Classroom in My Colors
Turkey's leading home textile brand TAÇ partnered with the Community Volunteers Foundation (TOG) to launch the "Classroom in My Colors" project in Mardin, where pictures drawn by children decorate the windows of their classrooms on TAÇ drapery. TAÇ curtains inspired by the training given by community volunteers and the imagination of children bring a blast of color into classrooms.   
Turkey's leading home textile brand TAÇ partnered with the Community Volunteers Foundation (TOG) to launch the "Classroom in My Colors" project in Mardin.
Pictures drawn by the students of Cumhuriyet Primary School in Mardin were made into curtains at TAÇ facilities and hung in the classrooms, making students feel both at home and in class.  
The "Classroom in My Colors” project aims to raise the awareness of primary schoolchildren on volunteerism, civil society and peaceful coexistence, empower them to take on the responsibility for a better life, and liven up their classrooms with curtains in their own designs, thus helping them feel that they belong.
"We paint classrooms in the children's own colors"
Speaking at the launch event of the "Classroom in My Colors" project in Mardin, Zorlu Holding Textile Group President Necat Altın described the purpose and stages of the project. "We want to make our children happy while encouraging them to take on responsibility for everyone's happiness. We relied on the extensive knowledge and experience of the Community Volunteers Foundation (TOG) to develop a project that will make children happier as they attend class in a place of their own design, and also instill the spirit 
of volunteerism, helping them realize that they too have a responsibility for a better life," said Necat Altın, and continued: “We launch our project by hanging the curtains in Mardin. During the summer, Community Volunteers will conduct a 5-day program in a province to be determined. The first two days of the program will include training sessions on social responsibility, volunteerism, civil society, and cooperation for a better world. In the last three days, children and the local community will work together to improve and renovate physical facilities."
Children and Community Volunteers meet in the Summer Camp
Attending the launch event in Mardin on behalf of TOG, Director General Jülide Erdoğan said the following about the project's aims to introduce the concept of volunteerism and increase the children's sense of belonging: “The Classroom in My Colors project seeks to empower the youth and create a space for children to express their creativity. In partnership with Zorlu Tekstil, we will organize a summer camp where Community Volunteers will design activities, games and groupwork that will be entertaining for the children, help them develop their skills, and become more conscious of their capabilities as they see what they can do. More than 75 thousand Community Volunteers conduct nearly 1900 projects across all 81 provinces of Turkey every year. This project aims to reach 1440 children in 6 provinces and 24 schools to design curtains for their own classrooms."
As part of the project, TAÇ and TOG will hold a summer camp with community volunteers and children to develop training modules for the project and determine implementation methods. The scope of the Summer Camp will be extended by Zorlu Holding Textile Group volunteers who will be invited to take part in the project via internal communication. 
About TAÇ
With over 40 years of experience, TAÇ is the leader of the Turkish home textile industry.  The roots of TAÇ go back more than 40 years to Babadağ, Denizli, one of the original centers of the home textile business in Turkey. Dedicated to the art of home decoration, the Zorlu Family united its extensive range of premium products under the TAÇ brand in 1974. The brand mainly served the domestic market until 1997, when the commissioning of the Zorluteks Textile plant greatly improved capacity and enabled the brand to export its products. Today, TAÇ competes with premium European brands with state-of-the-art production facilities that are the largest and most advanced in Europe, and with its no-compromise attitude to quality.
About the Community Volunteers Foundation
Community Volunteers Foundation (TOG) is a change and transformation project designed to translate the youth’s energy into social benefit. Established in December 2002, TOG aims at achieving social peace, solidarity and change under the pioneership of the youth and the guidance of adults. Toplum Community Volunteer young individuals organize in 133 clubs, groups or communities in universities across all 81 provinces of Turkey, and carry out social responsibility projects to respond to the needs that they identify. In 2017, 74,613 volunteers helped to implement 1,839 social responsibility projects, and reach out to 825,920 individuals. www.tog.org.tr
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